16	BRUSSELS-ANTWERP
supply of food should be carried in rear of the second
division, and the remainder of the first echelon of the
ammunition columns and Train should move at the end
of eacL column. The second echelon of transport of
each pair of corps was to be massed and to march at a
certain distance behind the rear corps. In order to ease
the difficulties of their advance, Reserve Corps, as
already mentioned, were to be detrained as near the
front as possible, and were themselves to fix the length
of their marches. In addition to much other preliminary
work, Generalleutnant Telle, in his capacity as chief
of the pioneers of the First Army, undertook the recon-
naissance of the Meuse and its canals, and the necessary
arrangements for bringing up bridging material, con-
structing bridges, and preparing river crossings, and for
securing the safety of the latter. The initial plans for
the attack on Antwerp were also considered at Greven-
broich on the basis of the appreciations available.
On the morning of the 12th August, while the recon-
naissances and the preliminary troop-movements were
being rapidly carried out, the news arrived of the fall
of Fort Evegnee, which lies south-east of Fort Barchon.
The bombardment of Forts Fleron and Chaudfontaine,
south of those just mentioned, and on the eastern side
of Liege, was to begin that evening. The line of forts
on the north-east front was, however, already broken
into, thus giving room for the First Army to move
forward. On the following day at 9 a.m. the advance
took place, without interruption, towards the line
Vise-Herstal on the Meuse. The main bodies of the
advanced guards of the corps reached their destinations
as follows: II. Corps Sippenaeken, IV. Corps Hombourg,
and III. Corps Lontzen. The corps on the right-hand
road were to continue their march by Smnich-St.

